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Editorial. 



The George Huntington Williams Memorial Lectures were 
fittingly inaugurated last month by the course of six lectures 
delivered by Sir Archibald Geikie at the Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity. The establishment of this memorial is due to the generos- 
ity of Mrs. George Huntington Williams, who provides in this 
way for a series of lectures to be given by geologists from 
various parts of the world on topics of interest to advanced 
workers in geology. No more appropriate introduction to what 
we hope may become a permanent source of inspiration to 
living geologists, while it will be a perpetual memorial of Pro- 
fessor Williams, could have been chosen than the subjects 
selected by Sir Archibald Geikie for his lectures — The Found- 
ers of Geology. Reviewing the beginnings of the science and 
the ideas and conceptions of those early workers, he not only 
presented a worthy introduction to a course which will deal 
largely with modern views and advanced theories, but he placed 
within easy reach of many a knowledge of ideas which may 
have appeared as new to us, but which in reality presented 
themselves to the earliest investigators. And in selecting an 
historical subject he followed a line which would have been 
most attractive to Professor Williams himself, and one in which 
he was peculiarly successful. Those of us who were prevented 
from hearing the lectures look forward to their publication with 
great interest. 



*** 



Through the courtesy of the Governor of Maryland and of 
other state officials, and through that of the presidents of the 
railroads in the state, Professor Wm. B. Clark, the state geolo- 
gist, was able to conduct several excursions into various parts of 
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Maryland, which were attended by Sir Archibald Geikie and the 
visiting geologists. They included an examination of the Cre- 
taceous and Tertiary deposits along the Chesapeake Bay, the 
coalfields of Alleghany county, the Silurian and Devonian for- 
mations of the Appalachian district of the state, as well as the 
Cambrian strata of the Blue Ridge, and the pre-Cambrian vol- 
canic rocks of South Mountain. Opportunity was thus given to 
become acquainted with the geological features of the state, 
which were first brought into prominence by the investigations 
of Professor Williams and his associates, and are now being fur- 
ther developed by the workers on the state survey under the 
direction of Professor Clark. 

* 

Sir Archibald Geikie, as Director General of the Geologi- 
cal Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland, was prevented by the 
urgency of his duties at home from spending as long a time in 
this country as his friends here would have wished. The hearti- 
ness of his reception at those places he was able to visit may be 
taken as a guarantee of the high esteem in which he is held 
throughout the country. The hospitality shown him in Balti- 
more was repeated in Washington, Philadelphia, New York, and 
Brooklyn, in several of which places he delivered addresses. 
The lectures at the Johns Hopkins University attracted geolo- 
gists from widely distant parts of the country and were well 
attended, and Mrs. Williams is to be congratulated upon so suc- 
cessful an inauguration of the memorial lectureship. 

J. P. I. 



